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NICK TICKLE, FAIRY TALE DETECTIVE
we
(A clearing in the woods. There is a &th story book

sitting on-a stump. Hidden in the stump is some
glitter or ‘confesti. Enter Old Granny Possum. She

crosses tothe stump, p ,n.mm.,, :\ the book and sits down.)

GRANNY. Hello, nEER:. hello. My name is Old
Granny Possum and I'm here to tell you all some wonderful
fairy stories. Are you ready? Then, let's vnm_? (She opens
the book and begins to read. ) “Once upon a time, there were
two children who lived i in Hrn monnuﬁ. (Enter Hansel and
k,Q.x.meA AP i -
Emer. I'm Hansel.
" GRETEL. And I'm O&&?Q&Q bow and curtsey.)
Ow>ZZ< .Eﬁ% lived i_ﬁr ‘their father, iro was a

3o 5.t

" woodcutter. Qua&%. mxnﬁ.v He 8018& alone out in the

ioomm w«no..wn m».zmrn wm_mmn“: . Awmh m:wmm&% Father makes a u-

turn and f,w uo the nr__m_.na didn't se ;r__M:.?nQ B:nr

Eﬁrocmw.«mmg inmm very poor and their mother was very

dead, nrn.vn were very r»vv% (Hansel and mew& join hands

and skip in a circle, singing a little tune.) .Ewnw ,ccm_.n. 50 rmvvw
L ee_n»:_u,.u ety o

that had there been other peopl living :apngn %Q m,\o:_m
have made them sick to death with. their Snn%pmn

nrnn_.mc_anmu. Zoﬁr_nw_,,ﬂ;m.np oﬁr:._m_ mon nrnmo kids

down.
GRETEL. I don't mind that we're  poor.
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HANSEL. I mobz.ﬁ mind ﬁrpﬁ ?ﬁ er is in heaven with
LIS

the angels. We have mpnrnr 882_38. and each other.
GRETEL. What more mo:E we ask for?
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OW>ZZ< See what I an:v g&nﬁ you :mcunocm.
s 3w
n_onm«w t :. Mﬁn:f.._m‘émv: one mu.v: ﬁrn/ r father went into
i< i o} RN k1 o SITEINTS
town and came back with a new stepmother for the children.

4

»z

.




(Enter Father again, and Felicity, the stepmother. Unlike most

stepmothers, she looks fairly normal and not evil at all.) Then,

he went back to chopping wood, leaving the children to get

acquainted with his new wife. (Still entering, Father makes
a u-turn and exits.)

FELICITY. Hello, children. .My name's Felicity m:& I'n
understand if you don't love me right... (Hansel and Gretel
throw their arms Felicity.)

HANSEL AND GRETEL. Oh, stepmummy, we do love
you!

FELICITY. Well, that was easier than I thought it would
be.

GRANNY. Their father stayed out in the forest a long
time but the children didn't miss him at all.. They couldn't
get enough of their new mother and spent all of their time
with her.

FELICITY. Children, you've been cooped up with me in
this house all day long. Wouldn't you like to go out and
play in the sunshine and fresh air for a while? (4 bit
desperate.) Please?

HANSELAND GRETEL. Oh, no, mother, we want to stay
here with you!

FELICITY. I was afraid you'd say that. I.guess I'll do the
dishes.

HANSEL. Oh, mother, let me help you.

FELICITY. Maybe I'll go out and fetch some water first.
You kids stay here...

GRETEL. Wait, mother, I'll come and help.

HANSEL. No, me, I'm going to help her!

GRETEL. I thought you were going to do the dishes!

HANSEL. I can do both! (Hansel and Gretel get into a
little shoving match over who's going to help do what.)

FELICITY. (Wearily, to Granny.) They're driving me
nuts.

GRANNY. So [ see.

FELICITY. Any advice?

GRANNY. Why not play...

FELICITY. Dead and hope that they'll get bored and
wander away?

GRANNY. I meant play a game...

FELICITY. Of Hide and Seek and they hide only I don't
seek?

GRANNY. Why not take them on a picnic and...

FELICITY. Leave them alone in the forest to find their
own way home again? Perfect! Maybe they won't get back
for hours. Or maybe they won't get back at all! Wonderful!
Children! ‘What do you say we pack a lunch and go on a
picnic?

HANSEL. I'm going to carry the basket.

GRETEL. No, me, I'm going to carry the basket!

HANSEL. I called it first!

GRETEL. ButI'm better at basket-carrying than you are!

HANSEL. Are not!

GRETEL. Are too!

HANSEL. Not!

GRETEL. Too!

FELCITY. (With asigh.) We'll take two baskets. (Felicity
goes off and returns with two small wicker baskets.)

HANSEL. And I'll‘carry them both! '(Hansel tries to take
both but Granny stops him with her next words.)

GRANNY. And’so'Gretel took one'and Hansel took the
other andithey:got: ready. to' go on: a.picnic'deep in the
woods. Hansel was afraid that they might have trouble
finding their way back again'so he decided to leave artrail of
bread crumbsas:they:walked so-they wouldn't Wnﬁ. lost.
L. Mother;I’m goingto take these bf&
and...> (Hansel reaches into. his pocket but there are no ?.R&
crumbs.)




